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Pulitzer Prize Winner to Address EcoSummit 2012
(Columbus, Ohio – May 17, 2012) Two-time Pulitzer Prize winning biologist E.O. Wilson will kick-off EcoSummit 2012, the gathering of some of the world’s leading authorities on ecological sustainability to be held later this year for the first time in the United States. The weeklong conference begins September 30, 2012 in Columbus, Ohio and to date has nearly 1400 people from 75 countries registered including scientists, economists, policy makers and corporate leaders interested in ensuring the sustainability of natural assets.  
Wilson is the Pellegrino Research Professor Emeritus and Honorary Curator of Entomology at Harvard University. He won the Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction in 1979 for On Human Nature and in 1991 for The Ants. Fellow Pulitzer Prize winner, Jared Diamond, who will also address EcoSummit 2012, describes Wilson as “one of the 20th century’s greatest thinkers.”

In one of Wilson’s most important books, The Diversity of Life, he describes how the interconnected natural system is threatened by man’s encroachment.  He argues that humankind must realize that all organisms and animals are needed to support a healthy planet: 
“Each of these [bacterial] species are masterpieces of evolution. Each has persisted for thousands to millions of years. Each is exquisitely adapted to the environment in which it lives, interlocked with other species to form ecosystems upon which our own lives depend in ways we have not begun even to imagine.”

Wilson describes our encroachment on insects and other species as the “sixth extinction” following the fifth extinction that wiped out dinosaurs.

In accepting the 2007 TED Prize, Wilson told the audience that his life work is dedicated to all species, both big and small: 
“I’ve come on a special mission on behalf of my constituency, which are the 10-to-the-18th-power — a million trillion — insects and other small creatures, to make a plea for them.  If wiped out insects alone, just this group alone, from this planet, which we are trying hard to do, the rest of life, and humanity with it, would mostly disappear from the land and within a few months.”

It will be appropriate for Wilson to address EcoSummit 2012 as it will serve as an unofficial celebration of Rachel Carson’s seminal work, Silent Spring. Carson’s book is credited with starting the modern environmental movement. Wilson knew Carson and served as one of the book’s editors. 
Ohio State University Professor Bill Mitsch, chair of the Scientific Committee of EcoSummit 2012, says "no conversation about ecosystem biodiversity would be complete without the contributions of E.O. Wilson. His life’s work has shaped the thinking and understanding of many of us dedicated to ensuring the protection of our natural treasures such as the Appalachian ecosystem.”
Wilson’s address to EcoSummit 2012 is expected to focus on the ecological diversity of Appalachia, which he describes as the second most ecologically diverse area of the world next to the Amazon rainforest. 
EcoSummit 2012 will explore how innovative, science-based strategies can be used in socially- and culturally-acceptable ways to create, manage, and restore ecosystems. Nearly 2,000 academic papers have been submitted for review for the conference. In addition to symposia and panel discussions, conference participants will be encouraged to take field trips to see first-hand projects dedicated to restoring earth’s ecological diversity.  
The Ohio State University, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission and the City of Columbus will host EcoSummit 2012. This is the fourth time EcoSummit has convened.  The first conference, in Copenhagen, Denmark, was held in 1996, the second in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada in 2000 and the most recent was in Beijing, China in 2007.
For more information about EcoSummit 2012 please click here. 
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